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Preface

Time moves quickly, and we have already reached the next edition of the Handbook of 
Data Science and AI. When we published the first edition, we knew that some content 

we were fully aware that disruptive technologies would evolve rapidly, reshape the 
field, and fundamentally change how systems are built.

none of the authors could have imagined that by 2026 it would be possible to build 
complete applications within days using a paradigm now known as vibe coding
that previously required months of work. Even more remarkably, these applications 

exist back then.

We are therefore particularly proud to modernize this new edition by embracing 
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This preface was NOT written by ChatGPT (or similar).

ingly exponentially, and reached such heights that one might ask, if they can ever be 
achieved.
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Even when the vision is reasonable, often the timelines these people and organiza

sired timeframe.

ises about tools invented by themselves or their companies; promises which will be 

generating understandable answers to questions, using data.

This is what makes neutral organizations such as the Vienna Data Science Group 
(VDSG [www.vdsg.at

certification, standardization, societal impact study, and so on), across Europe and 
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www.vdsg.at] has always taken a holistic approach to 

tional company who wants to become more data driven, and we check in with them 

practical insights which were only possible thanks to vibrant exchange among our 
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come a very important discipline in itself.

to give a realistic and holistic picture of Data Science and AI.

its impact on society. This means that responsibilities put on the shoulders of data 
scientists have grown as well, and so has the need for organizations like VDSG [www.
vdsg.at] to get involved and tackle these challenges too.
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